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Tp the Honorable H.A.W. Skeen,. Juage of the Circult Court of 
Lee County, Virginia: 

Humbly complaining your orator W.E.Fletcher, Guardian IO 
Howell Hs. Fletcher, Hutchie Oy Piigcne! mee EP seterer: David’ Fletcher 
Maud, # Letcher and Theodore R.iletcher, would respectfully show 
tito your Honor &hat at the last Mayiterm of Your Honorg Court he 


' — : ~ vata A 
was-appointed and -cquabifted as the Guardian for the above nmed 
! 


wards; that their ages are as follows, to-wit: Howell H. 18 years 


DS f @, 
Me eees HUtLCOLON, lide ycarse of aze,"Roy, 12 years of age, David 10 


years oF age; ieude’ x years of age, Eheodore kh. & 

Your orator will now show your Honor that his said wards are 
the owners in fee-simple of two small tracts of land lying in Lee 
Coumay, Vireinuae, near cach other, one or which lies on the north 
Side of Powells Mountain and contains 43% acres, and the other of 
which lies on the south side of Wallens Ridge, and contain 55g acres, 
said two lots or tracts of land being lots No. 4 and No. 5 respect-— 
ively, laid off and assigned to said wards in-the parbition or tite 
Janas of their Grand—-father, Bavid banner, deceased, belts a..Onc— 
sixth interest which descended to them out of the real estate or 
their sald grand father. Said partition of said land was made in 
the Chancery suit of V.S.Banner et al vs. Wyatt Coger et al, lately 
depending in the Circuit Court of Lee County,’ Viewers ancdrmevom. 
and plat showing said ‘partition fully, 1s now of PPecomd =a Pac ome 
Five of the County Clerk of Lee County, in Deed Book No. 45 page 66, 
to which report and plat reference is here made POr™ a! Meme), Poet oLeCuU Mae 
description of said land. 

Your orator will now show your Honor that these two tracts 
oe Sots:sof Iand fs’ all the real estate owned by his said wards, 
and that they will be entitled jointly to about $700.00 in personality 
ren wall be their distributive snare in the estate of their zrand— 
father, the said David Banner deceased, and that they own no other 
real:or personal estate, whatever. 

Your orator will now snow your Honor that in nis Op lenny ole 
interest of his said wards would be greatly promotea by a sale ent 
said land and a proper investment of the proceeas 
wie Bae, Seldretand 2s tna “Uwe emall btracbhs, each of which is two 
small for a farm, ana if tney were taken together are two small 


+o be usea profitably as ¢ ee. There are no Houses or ovner 





a) 


puildings of any consequence on the said tracts so that it way. pe 
rented as a home to any one. The larger part of the land which is 
cleared is badly worm and cannot be made productive without the 
expenditure of consideramoney; and that part of the land which 
uncleard nas had all the most valuable timber sold from it. And 
Purtner some of said wards will soon be of age, and said tracts 
of land are so small that it will be impractical to partition the 
ame between them, and the same would have to be sola for purposes 
Of “par ul vaon, should they.desire to nave ra partition of the same, 
which they dourtless would. 

Your orator will now show your Honor that one C.!.Fannon has 
made to nim a proposition to byy said land, offering tnerefoxr the 
sum of $1350.00, of which $450.00 was to be paid case in hand, and 
tae residue to be paid in four’ equal annual installments. This being 
a good price for said land, your orator accepted said proposition, 
subject to the approal of the Court, anda the sai dalannon 62 1a: '¢g 
your oravor ihe said sum of @450. 00 and executed his notes or bon@gs 
for the said deferred payments and delivered them to your. ore ter. 
Your orator thinks that this is a very advantageous sale or, Sa hd 
lands and tnat the same shoulda be approved by your nonor and carried 
toroue a Bo compreulon. 

Your orator will now snow your Honor that if the sala infants, 
nis wards, were dead, that he, their father would be their sole heir. 

ay 
And your orator believes and allezes that the interests, of no per— 
sons will he violated by a sale of said lands ana tne investment 
of the proceeds thereof. 

The prayer therefore of your orator 1s that Howell H., Huts hie 
Uae, W075. David B).;"iauge wo. and Theodore R. Fletcher, be maae tne 
parties defendant to tnis bill; that the said Howell H. ana Mu uch Le 
L., being infants aver the, age of 14 years eer bill under 
oath, and that the other of said infant defendants answer by their 
guardian ad litem assigned to defend them in. this suit; that upon 
a final hearing the said sale of said land made by. your orator tO 
the said o.F.bannon be approved and confirmed, and thet, one “ft 
tne Court’s Commissioners be directed t make a deed to the said 
Fannon for said land; but if the Court aeems better not to approve 


sald sale, then that said land may be sold* abepubplic: oumery suc Some 
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Nighest bidder and the proceeds invested as the Court may direct; 
that all proper allowances and counsel’s fees may be made in 


eee Suiu,- aod Cor full peneral reiwer. 
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Io the Honorable HoA.W.Skeen, Ju@ge of the “Circuk Court of 
County, Vireinve: y, 


: %, 


A U ys 7 
wee t Me i \7 / gY 
The answer under oatn of LW A Gf. hecteleed « CAME’ » 


is an infants nnder tiemeaee’ of stwentlysone yeaxs, bul, OVER,» cite 
of Pourteen years, to & bill of complaint exhibited against 


and others in this Honorable Court by W.E. Fletcher, Guardian 


yy answer bo sata eee 5 Oe Beate y therear as respondent is 
aaqvised that it 1s material or necessary that he should an- 
swer the same, respondent says: 
s Phat hewvis still and infen®, Sammie: only Years 
amd. DY weason!' Of Wis. daGgaacy knows but little about the 
advisability of selling the lands in the bill sougnt to be sold, 
does know, he believes that all the allegation 


true, that a sale of said land,for a fair jose Lely 


roo) 
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would be advantageous to bhe iunberets of himself and his brothers 

and sister, that “he knows of no reason why the prayer of) The pigin— 

bra ss) OL, shen kd WH, Derecanvuen. .ang me accordingly concur: in 

said prayer, relying upon the court to Tully protect his interest. 
And now having fully answered responaent pra) 


dismissed with nis costs. Ana 22 Wil) ever revo 
g = | 


$- to-wit: 
County of Naira, She 
= we ea , 


tne County. and State aforesaid do certify fina ZA GAL 


tnis day personally appeared before me and,.made 
stabements made in the forezoing answer, so fan as 
they dapend upon his own knowledge are true, and so far as thgy 


decend upon Knowledge derived From otners he believes them to be 
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To tne Honoratle Ha.wW,Sxeen, Judge of tas Ciralt Court of 
County, Vixyfinias 
Tne answer under oath of 
1s an infant under the age of twentyyone years, brut over tne 
of fourteen years, to a bill of complaint exnuitrited arainst 
and otners in this Honorable Court vy WE. fletcher, ywardian 
For answer to said bill, or so mucn thereat as respondent is 
advised that 1t 18 material oz necessary that he snould an=- 
Bswer tue same, responient says: 
<exs—peys that ne 1s still and infant being oaly 2 yeors 
of ava, and by reason of nis intancy knows but lattle about the 
advisability of welling tae lands in the 6111 sougnt to be sold, 
but so Far as ne does know ne relieves that all the alleration 
of said bill are true, tiaat &2 sale of said land for a fair price 
would be advantaraous 0 hhe taterets of nimsel? and nis rrotsers 
wid sister, that ne Knows of no reason why the prayer of the plain- 
b1ff’s ball should not bé''ax anted, and ne accordingly concurs in 
SaLd prayer, relying upon the court to fully protect his iaterest. 
AAG now navine Pully answered respondent prays to be nere 


dismissed wlth nis costs. And ine will ever pray «ce, 


c™ a ~ 
ee he I rary WS Ou 


Por tae County and Stats witab 98ald do certi?y that OF iL 


ip AS tnis day personally appeared before me and made 


BOGS iy 


oath that tie statements made in the Toreroline answer, so far as 
tasy depen upon nis own Knowledge are true, aid so far as they 
de .e14 apoa Knowledge derived from otaers he relieves them to he 


true. 
Fiven uader iny Nand this the _/ 
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To the Honorabhe H.AlWwSkeen, Judge of the Carcudt Court: of 
Lee County,. Virginia: 

The answer of Howell H. Fletcher, Hutchie L.Flether, W.Roy 
Fletcher, David B.Fletcher, Maude C.Fletcher and Theodore hk. Fletcher, 
by L.T. Hyatt, their guardian ad litem assigned to defend them in 
6) so Sete GUO ee! ESE Of Compton exa11ibitea azainst them in this 
Honorable Court by W.H. Fletcher Guardian, &c. : 

Respondents reserving to themselves the benefit of all just 
exceptions to said bill, for answer thereto, or to so much thereof 

they are advised it is material or necessary that they should 
swer the same, by thelr said guardian ad Litem answering say: 

That they are infants of tenaer years, ana by reason of their 
infancy, are incapable of understanding or of taking care of thee 
rights and interests. They therefore by their said vuardian ad 
itiem, commend themselves and their rights and interests to the pro- 
tection of the Court and pray tnat no aecree may be pronounced wich 
Will cbend tothe: prejudice. 

And now having fully answered, the said respondents pray to be 


hence dismissed, with theiz reasonable costs in this behalf expended. 


Bay, 


Cuoardian ad Literf Lor Hewell H.Hutchie 
ys. Daw LOPE sulaulee  C.\, 
ana Theodore R.Fletcner. 


Sworn to before me by lL. T. Hyatt euardian ad ‘litem forwtne 


above nemed infants, this the [G day of September, 1900. 
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W. E. Fletcher, Guerd for &c.. -‘e - = =) - - &.- Plaintif£f?T, 


VS. Try Chancery. 
Powe Al i, Sere ioue (eu . - —~ Defenaants. 

This cause came on this day to be neard upon the papers for- 
merly read in the cause, and the report of Geo.P.Cridlin, Special 

Filed on,the 4th.day of September, .19Q6, 

Commissioner, ana deed unerewith,, anda was argued by counsel; 

On consideration of all of which, and there being no exceptions 
Lo said report, and said deed having been seen and inspected by 
the Court. and found to have been executed in accordance with the 
terms of the decree ordering the same entered in this cause on the 
29th day of May, 2906; iu isetherefore =adjudged; Lordered "and 
aecreed that. said report of sata: Commissioner and said deed there- 
with be, and the same are hereby approvea and confirmed, and the 
Clerk of this Combt is hereby directed to deliver said deed to said 
C.F Fanrion’ upon nike, aoplyinge for the Same. 

Tor Leribe aay od WN OnGered arid deekres\ tia. she sands, 
Fannon purcnaser of said land, pay to the said Commissioner Geo. P. 
Cridlin, the sum of $5.00 for executing said deed, for which sum 


execution may issue if desired. 
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HOWELL H. FLETCHER ET Al - 


This cause came on this day to be heard upon the Bill of the 
Dlaimtift, duly sworn to; the answer of Guga d Revie Gl) is 
wem for the infant defendants, and the se’ ate answers, inder oath 


of Howell H. Fletcher and Hutchie L. Fletcher, infant defendants 


over the age of 14 years, filed in said cause on the ist day of May 


1906, and general replication to said answe ana the depositions 
of witnesses; and was argued by counsel: 

On. cons 1 Geratron “ofall of Iwhwch ~saua 1. ‘ap ine “to the Court 
hhat the sale made by the plaintiff,acting as the guardian of the 
iMpant decendants./of tne teeage yin the’ Brel) ang proceeding: men- 
bion, belonging, tO sai. ts BO. COC, Walamnon) au UM. Dr lee got 
$1350.00, is an advantageous sale; that a confirmation ana consuma- 
mHion of said sale will promote the interests of said infants, and 

of no person or persons will ve violated by such 
iad twodtracts of land: it is therefore adjudged ordered 
that the contract of sale heretofore entered Tabor be— 
‘ween the said W.E.Fletcher, Guardian for Howell H.,,.Hutchie L.,. 
W. Roy, David B.4. Maude C., and Theodore hk. Pele taGrlek,,.anG C.- Wan 
non, whereby the said Fletcher, Guardian sold to Sead »C. i. Manon 
tha two tracts of land laid off and assigned to his said wards in 
the partition of the real estate of their grandfather David Banner 
deceased, ana tne Sala C.F. Fannon bound himself t iy therefor 
the sum of $1550. 00, 8850. 00 Cast aint Ilete, Varig are Wemerule in Four 
equal annual installments, be and the same 16s hereby approved and 
Gontarme a.Dy he Court; and Geo.P.Cridlin,. who 1s hereby appointed 
a special Commissioner for the purpose, is hereby directed to con- 
vey said two t acts of land to the said C. "ht Maden, “oy ood auc sil 
Ficient deed with covenants of Special Warranty, retaining in sald 
deed a vendor’s lien to secure the payment of the defered purcnase 
aud ~Harrenw G Rh net Gren of Kee : 
money, and the said W.E.Fletcher, Guardian as aforesaid will pro- 


ceed to collect the residue of said purchase money as the same te- 
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CIRCUS COUR Fer 


The depositions of W. S. Hickham and Elkanah Flanary taken at 
the law office of James W. Orr in Jonesville, Lee County, Virginia, on 
the 28th day of May, 1906, pursuant to agreement between counsel 
for the plaintiff and the Guardian Ad Litem for the infant defendants 
before me A. O,. Brown a Notary Public. for the said County to be read 
as evidence in behalf of the plaintiff in a certain suit in chancery 
wherein W. E. Fletcher Guardian &c. is plaintiff end Howell H. 
Fletcher, et al, are defendants. 

Duncan & Cridlin attorneys 
for the plaintiff. 

PresENgT: 
L. ¥. Hyaft Guardian Ad Litem 


for the infant defendants. 


Please state your age, residence and occupation? 


rT am 50 years old, live on Wallen's Creek, Lee County, Virginia, 


and ama Larmer. 

Are you acquainted with the two parcels of land assigned to the 
children of W. E. Fletcher the defendants in this ae in the 
of the home farm of their grandfather David Banner, deceased? 


I am acquainted with the land, and live in about 2 1/2 miles of it. 


Mr. fletcher, the guardian for the infants children has contracted 
the seid kanx two parcels of land to C. F Faman at the DTC St) Ot: 
$1350.00/ please state if in your opinion this ary egte fair price 
for the said fwo parcels of land. 

I consider it a fair price for the land. Mrs. Baker and Mrs. 
Koger two of Mr. Banner's daughters have sold their shares in said 
land as I am informed, and correctly I believe, for $1000.00 

in 


Please state whether or not your opinion it would be advantageous 


to the said infant defneiant that the said contract of sale be con- 


firmed and approved by the court, and if so why? 





bw 


I consider the interest on that money worth more than the rents 
of the land, and that it would be to the advantage of the infant 
that the court confirm the sale. 
Are there any valuable buildings on the Land? 
There is one house that Mr. Sanner képt for tenents, just a 
common teneht house. 
Is the land in a good state of cultivation? 
A pert of it is, and a part is in grass and bushes, and hes been 
for several years. 
Is ther any valuable marketable timber on the lend. 
Mr. Banner himself sold off all the poppar timber on the land, 
and there is nothing left except some poor timber, and the closest 
market is about 11 miles, Duffield. 
Are these “wo parcels cf kim land fenced separate from the rest 
of the David Banner land, or were they at the time of the sxie 
partition of the land. 
A. At the time of the partition it was not fenced separately, but 
Since the contract of sale, Mr. Fletcher and Mr. Gillenéwaters have 
fenced them separately. 
R. In yo r opinion would the rights of any person be violated by the 
confirmation of this contract.of sale. 
A. I suppose not. 
And further this deponant saith not. 
Signature waived . 
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Lhe deposition of Elkanah Blanary being first duly sworn deposes and 


says: 


“- State your age, residence and occupation? 


43 years of age, live on Wallens Creek in Lee County, Virginia, 
and ama farmer. 


Are you acquainted with the two parcels of land paid off ané 


assigned to the children and ur. W. £ 


Fletcher in the in the nar- 


tition of the home farm of David Banner, their &randfather? 





See 

A. Iam acouainted with if I was one of the ommissioners that helped 

divide the land. 

Q@. Please state whether or not in your opinion it would be to the 
advantage of the said infant children to have confirmed a contract 
of sale made by W. E. Fletcher, guardian, to C. F. fannan at the 
price of $1350.00,of said land? 

A. I think the ae on interest would be better for the children 

then the land, and that it would be to their interest To sell te 
seme. 

@. Do you consider $1350.00 a fair price for the land. 

gE. Yes\.sin,, I’ think i) is al. that, it: is. worth. I have geen. betver 

band sell on Wallens Creek for a $1000.00, in fact Mr. Gillenwaters 
some of the shares of this lend for $100.00 when I was diving the 
lend. te bought Mrs. Baker's and Mrs. Cager, and also the shares 
of Dr:, Koger's children. 
And further this deponant saith not. 
Sigaature wauved. 


&, 
No attendence claimed by either witness. 


Virginia Lee County, to-wit: 
The foregoing deposition ofW. S. Hickham and Elkanah Flanery 
were taken and sworn to before me at the time and place and for the pur- 


pose in the caption mentioned, the signatures of the witnesces veing 


walved. 


Given under my hand this the 28 th day of May, 1906. 
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W. EH. Fletcher, Guard for «c. == Phaintatt. 
VS. In Chancery. 


uowell H, .«WMetener et a Defenaants. 


To the Honoraehie \.W.Skeen,. Judge of the Circuit Gouret. Of. 


Lee County, Virginia: 


The undersigned, who was by a aecree entered in the abpove 
etyled cause on 29tn aay of May, 1906, appointea a Special Conmis- 
sioner for whe purpose anda directea vo convey by deed with covenants 
of Special Warranty, the lana in the bill and proceedings mentioned, 
belonging to the wards of the plaintiff’, to C.}.tannon, hegs leave 
Lo report that pursuant to said decree he has executea ana acknowl- 

dzed said deed and he herewith Piles the same marked "Deed" 
for the inspection of the Court. 


Respectfully Submitted. 


“Special Commissioner. 
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‘She Commonw ealth of oy) Logue, 
To the Sheriff of the County 07 Lee ESS 
act 


WE COMMAND YOU, That you summon__ “VYO407C6-44-_ RA As MEF: he MA AALLS oe — 


Lom A. Wk Cede 


Tai O- ev 7. LAD, Rr~ 


day of- 
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